Town of Wayne Farmers’ Market

A summer event on the Mill Pond in downtown Wayne
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Guidelines

2011 Season

2011 Market Committee Members: Leslie Burhoe, vendor relations (laburhoe@gwi.net); Jane Davis (Treasurer); Trent Emery (farmer representative); Theresa Kerchner, press and communications (tkerchner@yahoo.com); Emily Perkins (website manager) http://waynefarmersmarket.weebly.com/ 

Mission

As the Wayne Farmers’ Market evolves, the following goals will serve as permanent fundamental ambitions:


To support and promote local growers and producers as well as offering healthy, local, and fresh products to the community.


To cultivate a strong sense of community by providing an enjoyable setting for people to visit, interact, and learn in addition to buying products.


To create an opportunity for direct grower-consumer interactions and idea sharing.

Administration

· The market will be run by a market committee. The committee will handle the following market elements: treasury, vendor applications, acceptance, and relations, consumer feedback, and other organizational/operational aspects. This committee will be comprised of interested and involved vendors and community representatives. This committee also reviews and responds to vendor applications. 

· Variety of food products and benefits to preserving local agriculture are considered first in vendor selection. Geographical location is also considered with preference going to Wayne-based producers followed by producers from neighboring towns. The preference of Wayne-based producers will override vendor seniority when the market committee is reviewing applications for future seasons.

· A member of the market committee will be responsible for collecting the vendor fees. For the 2011 season, the vendor fee will be $3 per week. These fees will contribute towards the market’s operational costs. In an effort to keep the vendor fees as low as possible, the market will strive to maintain a low operating budget.

· It is recognized that although vendors sell as individuals, the market is one unit that relies on good communication and attitudes from all involved parties in order to run smoothly.

Products and Regulations

· “A person may not sell farm and food products at a market labeled "farmers' market" unless at least 75% of the product offered by that person was grown or processed by that person or under that persons direction. A product not grown or processed by that person must have been purchased directly from another farmer.” 

· “Farm and food products means any agricultural, horticultural, forest or other product of the soil or water, including, but not limited to, fruits, vegetables, eggs, dairy products, meat and meat products, poultry and poultry products, fish and fish products, grain and grain products, honey, 

nuts, maple products, apple cider, fruit juice, wine, ornamental or vegetable plants, nursery products, fiber and fiber products, firewood and Christmas trees.”

· All producers of home-processed items such as honey, maple syrup, jams, jellies, relishes, and home-canned or dehydrated goods must be licensed by the Department of Agriculture, as must producers of baked goods, or other prepared foods. Producers of meat, poultry, and dairy products are likewise required to be licensed. A license is not required if only selling fresh, raw, unprocessed fruits, vegetables, and flowers.

· Guidelines for Vendors with Baked Goods e.g., pies, breads, cakes, cookies, scones.
Please Note: Priority will give given to vendors who use Maine butter, fruits, eggs, maple syrup, grains. (For information: Crown of Maine Organic Cooperative delivers Maine grown and milled whole wheat bread and pastry flours, spelt flour, rye flour and oatmeal).

· No ingredients need to be produced by the vendor;

· all items offered for sale must have been baked by the vendor;

· baked goods need to be "from scratch", no mixes;

· baked goods with fruit should be Maine fruit whenever possible.

· The market committee may allow certain non-food products such as homemade soaps, fiber and fiber products, and homegrown flowers, as deemed acceptable and fitting with the market’s mission. Non-food products will be considered on a case-by-case basis. All products whether non-food items or processed items, such as jam, must be made with Maine ingredients when available. Ingredients of processed products must be posted as to their source.

Location, Hours, Attendance

· The Market will be held on Saturday morning from 9:00- noon. The 2011 season will start Memorial Day Weekend and end on the last Saturday of September. The Market will be held on the Green in downtown Wayne next to the Post Office on Route 133.

Parking

· Parking for vendors will be available at the Wayne Fire Station in the back of the lot. Vendors will be expected to be set up and ready to sell by the market’s opening time, and have their vehicles removed from the market area. When the market closes each day, vendors may bring their vehicles back to their spaces to pack up their stalls.

· All attendees of the market will be strongly encouraged to bike, walk, boat, or find other ways to limit car traffic downtown. Measures will be taken to ensure that farmers’ market parking does not infringe on parking areas designated to specific downtown businesses. 

Layout and Organization

· Vendors will be set up in the green next to the Post Office. 

· Basic stall size for each vendor is 10 feet of frontage, and that width will be accommodated wherever possible given the limitations of the site and the flexibility of the vendor. Full-season vendors will be assigned spaces for the whole season, and any vendors coming for a shorter time period due to their product’s availability will be accommodated in spaces that are left.

Other Rules

· Vendors are expected to leave their spaces as clean or cleaner than when they arrived. This means all vendors will take care of their own trash.

· Any concerns, dissatisfactions, misunderstandings, or disputes should be brought to the attention of the market committee, and the committee will work as fairly, discreetly, and quickly as possible to solve the issue.

· Vendors must post their name and farm location at their stall.

· Vendors must post product prices clearly. Pricing products far below what it cost to produce them will not be allowed. Competition is fine, but unreasonable pricing can destroy a market or another vendor’s business. Please take time to know your production costs and set your prices at a fair market value.

· Any product not grown or produced by the vendor (within the 25% limit) must be clearly labeled with the name and location of the local farm from which it originated.

· A high standard of product freshness and appearance shall be maintained. 

· Vendors are expected to treat all market attendees, including other vendors, professionally and with courtesy.

· Alcohol is prohibited from the Wayne Farmers’ Market. There will be no selling, buying, or drinking of alcohol at the market. 

· All food products must be displayed at least 6 inches above the ground.

· Vendors are responsible for determining whether they require licenses under Maine law, and for obtaining needed licenses. A copy of the current year’s license must be provided to the market committee before a vendor is allowed to sell at the market. State regulations require licenses be displayed while at market.

